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Dear Friends,

Throughout 2025, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri continued to step 
up for our community in moments of crisis, uncertainty, and opportunity. 
Whether helping families recover after the devastating St. Louis tornado, 
protecting access to healthcare for children facing serious illness, 
advocating for older adults seeking independence and dignity, or pursuing 
systemic reforms that impact thousands of Missourians, our organization 
remained steadfast in its mission of advancing justice for those who need 
it most.

This annual report highlights the many ways our Legal Services’ 
community came together to make a difference. Behind every statistic is 
a person, a family, or a neighborhood whose future was changed through 
access to legal assistance. We celebrate victories like securing long-
overdue support for a former foster youth, protecting homeowners from 
predatory practices, and challenging barriers to essential food assistance. 
These successes demonstrate that civil legal aid not only solves individual 
problems—it creates lasting change that strengthens entire communities.

At the same time, we witnessed the resilience and determination of 
our clients. People like Destiny, whose daughter’s cancer treatment 
was preserved when Medicaid coverage was restored; Willie B. Smith, 
who finally obtained the identification documents she needed to fully 
participate in daily life; and families rebuilding after the tornado who 
overcame complex legal obstacles to preserve homes passed down 
through generations. Their stories remind us why this work matters.

These accomplishments are only possible because of the extraordinary 
commitment of our supporters. We are deeply grateful to our volunteer 
attorneys, donors, foundation partners, board members, community 
advocates, and countless partners who believe that justice should 
be accessible to everyone. Your support helps ensure that vulnerable 
individuals and families have the legal support they need to remain safe, 
healthy, and secure.

Thank you for standing with Legal Services of Eastern Missouri and helping 
us remain A Voice for Justice.

With gratitude,

The Legal Services of Eastern Missouri Team



Mission Statement
Legal Services of Eastern Missouri advances justice through legal representation, 
education and supportive services. We partner with the community to improve 
lives, promote fairness and create opportunities for those in need.
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Achieving  
JUSTICE

Fighting for Missouri Youth 
Legal Services of Eastern 
Missouri’s Health & Education 
Justice Initiative works to remove 
barriers threatening children’s 
health, education, and long-term 
stability. In partnership with the 
ACLU of Missouri, the program 
secured a significant 2025 victory 
for a former foster youth whose 
rights were denied during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
In 2020, Congress passed a law 
allowing youth who had aged out 
of foster care to re-enter care and 
receive financial support during 
the pandemic, recognizing their 
heightened risk of homelessness 
and instability. But when Mikayla, 
a young mother from Kansas 
City, sought to return to care, 
Missouri’s Children’s Division 
refused her request and failed to 
adequately inform eligible youth 
of their rights.
Legal Services filed suit on 
Mikayla’s behalf in 2021, 
launching a years-long legal battle 
through family court, the Missouri 
Court of Appeals, and circuit 
court. Even after the federal law 
expired, Legal Services continued 
fighting for compensation equal 
to the support she should have 
received.
After the court rejected the 
State’s effort to dismiss the case, 
mediation led to a settlement 
providing Mikayla compensation 
roughly equal to the foster care 
assistance she had been denied.
Now living with her three children 
and working toward greater 
stability, Mikayla’s case reflects 
Legal Services’ commitment to 
ensuring vulnerable youth and 
families are not left behind when 
systems fail them.

Protecting Homeowners 
from Exploitation
Systemic advocacy often takes 
years to achieve meaningful 
results. That was true in Legal 
Services’ fight against MV Realty. 
The company had targeted 
homeowners with deceptive 40-
year agreements that exchanged 
small up-front payments for a 
substantial share of a home’s 
future value — even when 
no real estate services were 
provided. Hundreds of Missouri 
homeowners were affected.
Beginning in 2022, Legal 
Services’ Consumer, 
Neighborhood Advocacy, and 
Litigation Programs investigated 
the scheme, collaborated with 
partners including Legal Aid of 
Western Missouri, New Covenant 
Legal Services, and National 
Consumer Law Center, and drew 
public attention to the issue 
through media outreach and 
client representation.
By 2023, Legal Services was 
advocating for action by the 
Missouri’s Attorney General’s 
Consumer Protection Division, 
recognizing that statewide 
enforcement was needed to 
protect consumers.
That advocacy helped lead to a 
major victory. In 2025, following 
litigation and bankruptcy 
proceedings, MV Realty and 
several company leaders entered 
a consent judgment with the 
State of Missouri. The agreement 
barred MV Realty from 
operating in Missouri for seven 
years, cleared affected home 
titles, eliminated repayment 
obligations, and secured 
restitution.
Overall, Missouri homeowners 
preserved more than $2.4 million 
in equity through this sustained 
advocacy effort.

SNAP: Removing Barriers  
to Benefits 
Legal Services of Eastern 
Missouri secured a federal 
remedial order in 2025 
requiring Missouri to overhaul 
its administration of the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). The 
order established enforceable 
standards and ongoing court 
oversight to ensure that eligible 
residents can access food 
assistance.
This milestone followed three 
years of litigation led by Legal 
Services, the National Center 
for Law and Economic Justice 
and Stinson LLP on behalf of 
individual plaintiffs and Empower 
Missouri. In 2024, the court found 
that the state violated federal 
SNAP law and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, citing excessive 
wait times, dropped calls, and the 
denial of benefits to applicants 
who repeatedly tried to complete 
required interviews.
The 2025 remedial order required 
the state to ensure at least 90 
percent of applicants experience 
hold times of 20 minutes or 
less, end improper denials when 
applicants have made reasonable 
efforts to complete interviews, 
adopt ADA-compliant policies, 
and submit monthly performance 
reports. 
UPDATE: The State of Missouri 
appealed this ruling. In August 
2026, the Eighth Circuit affirmed 
key findings that Missouri violated 
plaintiffs’ due process and ADA 
rights, reversed other portions of 
the ruling, and returned the case 
to the district court for further 
proceedings.
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systemic barriers for our clients.”
�~ �Joel Ferber, Director of Advocacy  
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ADVOCATING 
for Older Adults

For older adults across eastern Missouri, civil legal 
problems can quickly threaten health, finances and 
the ability to live independently, making access to 
trusted legal help more important than ever.
In 2025, older adults made up 21% of all Legal 
Services clients. Through its Advocates for 
Older Adults Program, Legal Services provides 
compassionate civil legal assistance to people age 
60 and older in its 21-county service area.
The program addresses pressing issues including 
housing instability, eviction, estate planning, public 
benefits, healthcare coverage, consumer fraud 
and financial exploitation. Attorneys also help older 
adults prepare simple wills, powers of attorney, 

healthcare directives and beneficiary deeds as well 
as connect them to community resources.
In 2025, Legal Services published the 21st edition 
of the Senior Citizens Legal Handbook, first 
introduced in 1977. Updated for the first time in 
nearly a decade, the redesigned Handbook offers 
accessible legal information on 23 topics affecting 
older adults, caregivers and advocates. 
Legal Services also launched its first ID Clinic 
for older adults in partnership with St. Francis 
Xavier College Church. The clinic helped seniors 
overcome barriers to obtaining identification 
needed for housing, healthcare, and other 
essential services.

Willie B. Smith’s Story
For most of her life, Willie B. Smith called St. Louis 
home. But without a birth certificate, she found herself 
unable to fully participate in the world around her. 
Records from the former Homer G. Phillips Hospital, 
where she was born, had been lost over the years due 
to floods, fires, and the hospital’s closure, leaving  
Willie unable to obtain the identification documents 
she needed.
After repeated unsuccessful attempts on her own, 
Willie connected with Legal Services of Eastern 
Missouri and attorney Victoria St. Jean.
“Victoria St. Jean, my savior,” Willie said. “She got to 
me right away and she got me the information that 
I needed in order to move forward to get my birth 
certificate.”
Victoria guided Willie through every step of the 
process, helping her secure her birth certificate and 
finally obtain a REAL ID driver’s license.
The lack of identification had already caused Willie 
heartbreaking loss. When her sister-in-law became 
critically ill and later passed away, Willie was unable to 
travel to be with her family or attend the funeral.
Today, Willie is planning for the future — including 
applying for a passport and taking a cruise. “I am ready 
to go,” she said. “Legal Services, that’s where you start.”

Providing  
Courage

Protecting
Championing

Prom
oting  

Fairness

Taking  
Action

Reaching Out

C
ol

la
bo

ra
tio

n

Partnership

Giving  
Hope

“To have somebody who cared enough 
about me to talk me through every step 
was a blessing.”   ~ Willie B. Smith
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Getting  
RESULTS

35,285  
people were  

served in 2025

• 7,991 people  
were helped  

through direct  
client work in 

completed cases

• 27,294 people 
were assisted  

through community 
education,  

outreach, court 
help desks, legal 

information 
publications  
and referrals.

17,330  
requests for  

help received

96%  
success rate  

for completed  
full-service cases  

in 2025

$21  
million in  

monetary benefits  
for clients

The Justice Gap: 
Nationwide about 

92%  
of low-income  
people do not  

get the  
civil legal help  

they need.

C
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nt
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96% of clients live at or below the 
federal poverty level

72% of clients identify as female

61% of clients identify as BIPOC

48% of clients & family members 
served were children

30% of clients were disabled

27% of clients have experienced 
domestic violence

Types of Issues Handled

25% Family Law

24% Housing

18% Healthcare

4%

4%

5%

6%

7%

7%

Education

Public Benefits

Community Economic Development

Individual Rights

Consumer

Wills, Guardianships & Advance Directives
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Resolve Title Issues 

Preserve 
Generational 
Homes

R
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ove Legal 
B

arriers 

Help 
Residents 
Navigate 
Legal 
Challenges 

Outreach to Communities Impacted by the Tornado

Clearing the Path to  
RECOVERY

When an EF3 tornado tore through St. Louis on 
May 16, 2025, it devastated neighborhoods, leaving 
shattered homes, uprooted families, and widespread 
uncertainty in its wake. In response, Legal Services 
mobilized staff, volunteer attorneys, and community 
partners to help residents navigate the legal 
challenges that often follow a disaster.
Within seven months, Legal Services accepted more 
than 94 new clients impacted by the storm, many 
facing housing crises. Attorneys and advocates 
helped residents address unsafe housing, replace 
lost documents, secure SNAP replacement benefits, 
and avoid exploitation. One urgent, but largely 
invisible, issue involved heirs’ property. Many 
damaged homes had been in the same families 
for generations, but were passed down informally, 
without ownership records being legally updated.
Suddenly, that missing paperwork became a major 
obstacle. Families seeking rebuilding assistance or 

recovery funds often had to prove legal ownership 
to obtain aid. Some faced painful delays and the 
possibility of losing homes that had long anchored 
their families and neighborhoods.
Through its Neighborhood Advocacy Program,  
Legal Services helped families resolve title issues  
by confirming heirs, updating deeds, and  
recording ownership. 
Although many cases were 
uncontested, the work often 
required extensive family 
tracing and coordination. 
In 2025, the program 
assisted approximately  
49 tornado-impacted 
families, helping preserve 
generational homes and 
remove legal barriers  
to recovery.
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Volunteer  
SUPPORT

Issues Handled by Volunteer Attorneys
Housing

Family Law

Community Economic Development

Other

Wills, Guardianships & Advance Directives

Education

Healthcare

Consumer

Benefits

22%
20%
19%
14%
8%
6%
4%
4%
3%

13,489  
Total Volunteer Hours

7,275  
Law 

Students

2,070  
Social Work 

2,659  
Pro Bono /  

Volunteer  Attorney

311  
Board of Directors

232  
Young Friends Board

942  
Other



Michael R. Cherba
Michael R. Cherba has combined leadership, 
public service, and pro bono advocacy 
throughout his long involvement with 
Legal Services. A Senior Attorney 
at Aegis Law, Mike has handled 
guardianship matters for Legal 
Services’ Volunteer Lawyers 
Program (VLP) since 2007. In 
recognition of his service, he 
was named a co-recipient of Legal 
Services’ 2025 F. Wm. McCalpin Pro 
Bono Award.
Mike first became involved with Legal Services 
in 2012 as a member of the Young Friends Board, 
later serving as President before transitioning to 
Legal Services’ Board of Directors. 
“We get into the practice because we want to help 
people, and this is probably one of the most direct ways 
possible to be able to do that,” Mike says. “I’m proud to help 
Legal Services assist our community so that hopefully I can 
leave the city and state a little bit better than the way I found it.” 
VLP staff say Mike has been an outstanding volunteer lawyer. 
“His case work has been excellent, and he accepts difficult,  
time-sensitive matters, regularly getting great results,” adding, 
“He has also become an important advisor and mentor to other 
volunteers handling critical cases.”

Ryan C. Turnage
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Ryan C. Turnage, co-recipient of Legal Services of Eastern Missouri’s 
2025 F. Wm. McCalpin Pro Bono Award, has supported the 
organization’s mission as a volunteer attorney and leader for more 
than 15 years. Since 2010, he has provided pro bono representation 
in housing, power of attorney, and guardianship matters through the 
Volunteer Lawyers Program (VLP).
Ryan is an in-house counsel with Schnuck Markets, Inc. In addition  
to his volunteer casework, he spent nearly 12 years on Legal 
Services’ Young Friends Board, serving a recent term as President, 
before joining the Legal Services’ Board of Directors in 2025, 
where he currently is Assistant Treasurer.
“Housing security, particularly in the city of St. Louis, is a huge 
deal, and people need legal representation to help them 
navigate that,” Ryan says. “What I remember most is the relief 
that I hear in a client’s voice or see on their face when they 
hear, ‘I’m going to be with you in court and you don’t have 
to face this alone.’” He adds, “The need for legal aid is so 
critical because I believe every human being has dignity.”
VLP staff say, “Ryan has been an incredible  
volunteer for many years. He is truly outstanding  
in his willingness to accept time-sensitive  
cases and advise us - and, more importantly, 
other volunteers - on case management  
and strategy.”

385 
Cases Handled by 
Volunteers in 2025

58 
New Volunteer Attorneys

$942,247 
Value of Pro Bono  

Service in 2025
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IMPROVING 
ACCESS

to Health Coverage

 
 

 

For families facing a medical 
crisis, access to healthcare can 
mean the difference between 
stability and catastrophe. 
Medicaid serves as a critical 
lifeline for thousands of 
Missouri children and families, 
ensuring that serious illnesses, 
ongoing treatments, and 
essential healthcare needs 
do not become financial 
emergencies. Yet navigating  
the system can be complicated, 
and when coverage is delayed, 
denied, or terminated in error, 
the consequences can be 
devastating. Through its  
Health & Welfare Programs, 
Legal Services of Eastern 
Missouri helps families 
overcome these barriers, 
protecting access to healthcare 
when it matters most.

Restoring Coverage When it  
Matters Most
Destiny, of Owensville, Missouri, is the mother of 
two young daughters. When both girls came down 
with RSV, she took them to the hospital expecting 
a routine visit. Instead, X-rays revealed something 
far more serious: her six-year-old daughter had 
cancer. Within hours, she was transferred to a 
children’s hospital and began intensive treatment.
Destiny and her husband both worked, but neither 
job provided health insurance. Their income placed 
them just above the cutoff for food assistance, 
leaving Medicaid as their only option for managing 
the cost of care. For months, that coverage made 
treatment possible.
Then, without warning, it disappeared. 
Despite completing her renewal, submitting 
documentation, and repeatedly calling to confirm 
coverage, Destiny learned—at the moment her 
daughter needed care for complications—that 
their Medicaid had been terminated. A doctor 
connected Destiny to Legal Services of Eastern 
Missouri. Staff in the Health & Welfare Programs 
quickly intervened, working directly with state 
officials to correct the error. Within three days, 
coverage was restored.

“Working with Brandy was so easy,” 
Destiny said. “She let me know step 
by step what was going on.”

With Medicaid reinstated, her daughter’s  
treatment continued without interruption or added 
financial strain. As of October 2025, she was 
nearing the end of treatment, with  
doctors expecting full remission.
“Medicaid is life-saving,”  
Destiny said. “It saved my 
daughter’s life.”
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Helping Grandparents Keep Children Covered
When an aortic aneurysm forced Richard Haddock into early retirement, he and 
his wife never expected to become full-time caregivers for their grandchildren. 
But after their daughter was unable to care for her children, the couple stepped 
in to raise three young girls — including an infant they brought home from 
Florida at just 11 weeks old.
“Picture this,” Richard said. “Sixty-four years old, wife 60. All of a sudden, you’ve 
got a one-year-old and a six-year-old.”
Because of Richard’s retirement, he couldn’t access his union insurance to 
cover the children. Two of the girls have ADHD and require ongoing medical and 
dental care. Without Medicaid, the family feared that they would be unable to 
manage the children’s healthcare needs.
“All of a sudden, I’m in a panic,” Richard said. “What am I going to do if they get 
sick? What am I going to do in a life-or-death situation? Sell my house?”
Richard turned to Legal Services of Eastern Missouri for help navigating 
Medicaid coverage and eligibility concerns. Staff in the Health & Welfare 
Programs guided the family through the process and helped ease fears about 
maintaining coverage for the children.

“I left here totally relaxed compared  
to the way I came in,” Richard said.

Today, the children continue receiving the healthcare they need, giving the family 
greater stability and peace of mind.
“If people don’t have insurance and can’t afford it, what are they going to do?” 
Richard said. “They have no other option.”
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ENGAGING 
the Community

For The Common Good Awards
In August, more than 200 guests joined us to 
celebrate the achievements of our volunteers and 
community partners. Dedicated individuals and 
groups like these are a vital element in the mission 
to provide equal access to justice to everyone 
in our community, and we thank each awardee 
for their outstanding commitment to ACTION. 
JUSTICE. HOPE.

Breakfast Forum
In November, we hosted 
a special Breakfast Forum 
conversation to mark the 60th 
Anniversary of Medicaid. 
Our panel of speakers 
included Dr. Dwayne 
Proctor, President & CEO 
of the Missouri Foundation 
for Health, Jane Perkins*, 
Litigation Director with 
the National Health Law 
Program, and Joel Ferber, 
Director of Advocacy at Legal 
Services. Our Moderator was Sarah 
Fentem, Health Reporter for St. Louis 
Public Radio.
More than 150 guests joined us for this 
MCLE eligible session to learn more 
about Medicaid law and how policy 
affects the clients we serve.

*Jane Perkins joined us virtually due to unforeseen 
circumstances

Neighborhood Advocacy staff Brittany 
Hubbard, Peter Hoffman & Demetria Hunter 
with awardee Dorothy Sneed (center) and 
Latasha Barnes, Executive Director of St. Louis 
Housing Authority (far right).

Awardees, left to right: Maryann 
Brickey (SLPL); Ryan Turnage; 

Dorothy Sneed; Michael Cherba; 
Sam Dozier (for SLPL); Andrew 
Scavotto (for Stinson); Gabriela 
Baeza-Stout; Stephanie Suljak 
(for Helping Hand Me Downs); 

Ashley Winters & Alvin Reid (for 
St. Louis American); Bill Bay; 

Michael Hickey (for Lewis Rice).

Awardee Gabriela Baeza-Stout (right) 
with Marlene Elliott, Managing Attorney/
Microenterprise program (center), and Cyndi 
Newsome (left), presenter of the John R. 
Essner Young Lawyer Award.

Dwyane Proctor

Legal Services Board members Mavis Thompson (left) and Charli Cooksey (right) with Riisa 
Rawlins, CEO of Community Health Commission of Missouri (center).

Left to Right: Dan Glazier, Joel Ferber, Sarah 
Fentem, Dwayne Proctor

M
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WORKING 
with the Community

At Legal Services, speaking up for justice can take many forms – from daily legal work to 
community outreach and expanding relationships with more than 100 community partners to 
help educate the community about their legal rights and how to access resources. Building 
trusted relationships with the community is essential to expanding access to justice for all.

How We Conduct Outreach

31
Legal Training 

Sessions  
for Partners

920 outreach activities reaching 22,095 people

450
Outreach With 

Community 
Partners

295
Workshops, 

Clinics & Court 
Table

130
Referral Through 

Direct Community 
Outreach

14
Written 

Materials 
Produced

Young Friends of Legal Services
In 2025, The Young Friends of Legal  
Services supported the mission and  
clients of Legal Services with a:

• �MCLE webinar which highlighted the 
Microenterprise program for almost  
200 people

• �Supplies drive which gathered more  
than 1,000 personal care & cleaning 
items for clients

• �Happy Hour at Washington University 
Law School, which connected law 
students with intern opportunities at 
Legal Services
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SERVICES
Communities 
Community Economic  
Development – Microenterprise 
Provides legal assistance and education  
for low-income entrepreneurs and 
community nonprofits.
Neighborhood Advocacy 
Provides community development services 
addressing blighted and vacant housing in 
St. Louis City neighborhoods.
Housing Law 
Assists with landlord/tenant issues, eviction, 
utilities and other housing problems.
Immigration Law 
Assists immigrants with residency  
and citizenship and serves victims of  
human trafficking.
Special Projects 
Provides legal assistance to people living 
with HIV/AIDS in the St. Louis metro area, 
with funding from the St. Louis City’s Ryan 
White HIV/AIDS Treatment Act funding.
Volunteer Lawyers 
Provides pro bono opportunities for 
attorneys and law firms to help clients.

Families 
Children’s Legal Alliance 
Provides advocacy for children with special 
education needs and for homeless children.
Lasting Solutions Family Law 
Helps survivors of domestic violence and 
their families to achieve safety and stability.
Safe Families, Strong Futures 
Facilitates the reunification of domestic 
violence survivors with their children in  
St. Louis County juvenile and family cases.
Youth & Family Advocacy 
Serves homeless and vulnerable youth and 
families in St. Louis City and County.

Health 
Advocates for Family Health 
Helps pregnant women and families with 
children access Medicaid managed care.
Connecting Kids to Coverage 
Helps uninsured children and families enroll 
in healthcare plans.
Legal Advocacy for Adults with  
Mental Illness 
Assists adults with serious mental illness 
with a variety of legal matters.

Individual Rights 
Advocates for Older Adults 
Represents clients aged 60+, and relative 
caregivers aged 55+, with a range of legal 
services.
Consumer Law 
Represents clients with creditor/debtor 
problems, victims of deceptive business 
practices or predatory lending and student 
loan defaults.
Health & Education Justice 
Addresses systemic issues that adversely 
impact child health and well-being including 
education issues.
Public Benefits 
Helps with applications and appeals for 
public benefit programs, including Medicaid, 
TANF and SNAP.

Regional Offices 
Hannibal Office 
Provides a full range of services to qualified 
low-income residents in 12 northeast 
Missouri counties: Adair, Clark, Knox, 
Lewis, Macon, Marion, Monroe, Pike, Ralls, 
Schuyler, Scotland and Shelby.
Union Office 
Provides a full range of services to qualified 
low-income residents in 5 Missouri counties: 
Franklin, Lincoln, Montgomery, Warren and 
Washington.

“This program was a lifesaver to me. [These services] helped 
me through an arduous and devastating period in my life.”
~ Housing Law Client



14
  •  2

0
2

5 A
n

n
u

al R
e

p
o

rt

Our 
DONORS

Corporations, Foundations & Other Entities

$500,000+
City of St. Louis
Legal Services Corporation
Missouri Department of  
    Social Services
Missouri IOLTA Fund
St. Louis Mental Health Board
United Way of Greater St. Louis
$250,000 – $499,999
Missouri Bar
Missouri Foundation for Health
US Department of Health and  
    Human Services
US Department of Justice
$100,000 – $249,999
Aging Ahead
James S. McDonnell Foundation
St. Louis City Senior Fund
St. Louis Economic Development 
    Partnership
St. Louis Development  
    Corporation
$50,000 – $99,999
Northeast Missouri Area Agency  
    on Aging
St. Louis County Children’s  
    Service Fund
St Louis Area Agency on Aging

$20,000 – $49,999
American Direct Marketing  
    Resources, LLC
Bayer Fund
Franklin County United Way
Jefferson Foundation
PNC Foundation
St. Louis Association of Realtors
Trio Foundation of St. Louis
$10,000 – $19,999
Ameren
Enterprise Mobility
Franklin County Community  
    Resource Board
JP Morgan Chase
Marillac Mission
Stanley & Lucy Lopata Charitable  
    Foundation
STLRB Family Foundation
$5,000 – $9,999
Bland Family Foundation
Center on Budget Policy and  
    Priorities
Commerce Bank
Ferguson Neighborhood  
    Improvement Program
Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis
Purina

Mary Ranken Jordan & Ettie  
    Jordan Charitable Foundation
Prospera Financial Services

$1,000 – $4,999
Association of Corporate  
    Counsel - St. Louis
Citi
FCB Banks
Incarnate Word Foundation
InCloud, LLC
Montgomery Area United Way
Schnucks Markets Inc
St. Louis American
Tegna Foundation

$250– $999
Bar Association of Metropolitan  
    St. Louis
Covenant Blu Grand  
    Neighborhood Association
Briar Meads Capital
Mazur & Co.
Metta Group of St. Louis
Parkway United Church of Christ
Saint Louis University School  
    of Law
Upturn, Inc.

$50,000+
Husch Blackwell, LLP
OnderLaw, LLC*
Thompson Coburn LLP
$10,000 - $49,999
Lewis Rice LLC
Simon Law Firm, P.C.	
Spencer Fane LLP
Stinson LLP
$5,000 - $9,999
Miles Mediation & Arbitration
Schlichter, Bogard LLP

Law Firms

$1,000 - $4,999
Bryan Cave Leighton  
    Paisner LLP
Lashly & Baer, P.C.
Moellring & Ambler
The Center for Family Law
$250 - $999
AJ Legal Services
Campbell Law LLC
Carmody MacDonald P.C.
Childress Ahlheim Cary, LLC
Diekman & Leightner

Dowd & Dowd, P.C.
Dowd Bennett LLP
Harris, Dowell, Fisher &  
    Young, L.C.
Ituarte & Ituarte, PC
Kilo Flynn
McDonnell & McDonnell
Riezman Berger, P.C.
The Furniss Law Firm, LLC
Voytas Law LLC

*Credited with the proceeds of a Cy Pres Settlement
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$10,000+
Anonymous
Ms. Judith F. Anthon
Ms. Marlene Bake
Lori & Andrew O’Brien
$5,000 - $9,999
Mr. Matt Ampleman &  
    Ms. Elizabeth Sanders
Roger & Whitney Bagnall
Ms. Suzanne Besnia &  
    Mr. Victor Richey
Senator & Mrs. John C. Danforth
Ms. Patricia Edwards
Ms. Hopey Fink
Ms. Anne W. Hetlage	
Ms. Jeanette Mott-Oxford &  
    Ms. Dorothy M. Gannon
Michael Nepple
Hon. E. Richard Webber, Jr.
$1,000 - $4,999
Mr. Taavi Annus
Ms. Ann E. Bauer &  
    Mr. Charles Farris
Mr. William R. Bay
Mr. Stuart R. Berkowitz
Mr. David E. Brown &  
    Ms. Cheryl Green
Ms. Heather G. Buethe
Hon. & Mrs. T. Bennett  
    Burkemper, Jr.
Suzanne & Gerard T. Carmody
Ms. Brittainy Cavender
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Cherba
Ms. Cathryn A. Conrad
Hon. Kathianne Knaup Crane  
    & Mr. David D. Crane
Sharon & Warren Danziger
Ms. Colleen Daum
Dr. George Dirkers
Mr. & Mrs. Don M. Downing
Karen & Charles S. Elbert
Mr. & Mrs. Dorsey D. Ellis, Jr.
Mr. Harold A. Ellis
Ms. Paula Finlay
Ms. Carol Ann Fichtelman &  
    Mr. Philip C. Berwick
Kathleen & David Fischhoff
Susan Z. Gamble & James  
    P. Gamble
Mr. Karl Guenther
Mr. John Guest & Ms. Julie Taylor
Cathleen & Robert Haar
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Hagerty
Ms. Nancy Hamilton &  
    Mr. Jim Butler
Mr. David J. Harris &  
    Ms. Margaret A. Diekemper
Ms. Mary S. Hawker

Individuals

Ms. Virginia E. Heagney &  
    Mr. James P. Tobin
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Holley
Ms. Lisa Hoppenjans &  
    Mr. Jacob Montgomery
Bob & Sandy Johnson
Ms. Jo Ann Karll
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Keith
Ms. Pauline T. Kim &  
    Mr. K. Philip Lee
Mr. Albert Lowman
Mr. James F. Malone &  
    Ms. Kay Quinn Malone
Ms. Joy E. Martin
Liz & Steve Lenivy
Mr. Ralph Levy, III &  
    Ms. DeDe Coughlin
Mr. Barnet M. McKee
Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Newmark
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy F. Noelker
Mrs. Lorrie Poscover
John & Mary Risberg
Ms. Laura Rosenbury
Mr. Edward M. Roth &  
    Ms. Jeanne F. Philips-Roth
Mark & Lyn Sableman
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Sherby
Mr. Daniel E. Singer
Mr. Lee Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Daryl F. Sohn
Mr. Andrew Suntrup
Ms. Sara E. Wade
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Wallach
Ms. Stephanie Williamson
Kathryn K and James M. Wire
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson G. Wolff

$500 - $999
Ms. Gabriela Baeza-Stout
Ms. Ellen Bonacorsi &  
    Mr. Thomas Kinsock
Mr. Jeffrey A. Brambila
Ms. Kim M. Brown
Mary & Dale Clemons
Hon. Barbara Ann Crancer &  
    Mr. Robert E. Crancer
Hon. Margaret Donnelly &  
    Mr. David R. Riedel
Mr. Jack Downing
Mrs. Sarah Epstein
Mr. Edmond Fitzgerald &  
    Ms. Jennifer Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. James Fogle
Ms. Carolyn Fugel
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Furniss
Mr. Michael A. Gerritzen
Mr. Daniel K. Glazier &  
    Ms. Nancy E. Snow
Mr. Keith J. Grady
Carolyn & Michael P. Gunn
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin D. Gunn

Ms. Jennifer Gustafson
Mr. David Hamsher &  
    Ms. Kate Karas
Gina & Christopher Hayes
Ms. Ruth Hays
Judge Philip M. Hess &  
    Mrs. Teresa Mayhew Hess
Mr. Michael Hojnacki	
Hon. Michael T. Jamison
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence J.  
    Kettenbach Jr.
Mr. Corey Kraushaar	
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lockwood, Jr.
Mr. Randy Mariani &  
    Ms. Patricia Redington
Mr. James M. Martin
Mr. Charles E. Merrill &  
    Ms. Carol A. Rutter
Mr. & Mrs. Eric E. Meyer
Mr. David Meyer
Ms. Bonnie J. Miller
Ms. Joan Morgenstern
Melanie Hudson-Muchnick &  
    Todd I. Muchnick
Mr. Douglas Nieder
Mrs. Elizabeth D. Odell
Mr. Mohsen Pasha
Ms. Linda C. Powers
Mr. Vihar Sheth
Mr. & Mrs. Lyndon P. Sommer
Mr. Michael Stokes &  
    Ms. Patricia Wendling
Ms. Mavis T. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Walter W. Timm
Dr. Sherry Tucker &  
    Mr. Eric Marquardt
Ms. Kate E. Tucker
Ms. Wendy Walsh &  
    Mr. Andrew Gieselman
Ms. Krystal Weigl
Ms. Dorothy L. White-Coleman
Ms. Lisa M. Wood

$250 - $499
Ms. Andrea Baran
Mr. & Mrs. Karl R. Barnickol
Mr. Oliver Beatty
Ms. Debra E. Behrendt
Mr. Jeffrey Bewley
Hon. Susan E. Block &  
    Ms. Frieda Smith
Mr. David R. Bohm
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bukstein
Mr. & Mrs. Ken M. Chackes
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Christoffel
Hon. Robert M. Clayton, II
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Cohn
Ms. Alice E. Conway
Mrs. Jean Cook
Mrs. Rosemary Cooper
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Ms. Doreen Dodson and  
    Mr. Dana Spitzer
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Dodson
Ms. Emily Elam
Mr. Greg Etling
Ms. Suzanne C. Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard J. Frankel
Prof. Jesse A. Goldner &  
    Ms. Judith A. Cromwell
Ms. Rebecca E. Goldstein
Ms. Sarah R. Green
Mr. Michael Greenfield &  
    Ms. Claire Halpern
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Haber
Mr. Philip Heagney &  
    Ms. Barbara Prosser
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Heimos
Ms. Gina G. Hilberry
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Hughes
Mr. Timothy M. Huskey & 
    Dr. Thy N. Huskey
Mrs. Andrea Jackson

Ms. Amy Rebecca Johnson
Dr. Amy Joseph &  
    Mr. Richard Boswell
Mr. Ryan Keane
Mr. Cullen K. Kuhn
Mr. Kenneth A. Leeds
Ms. Linda S. Legg
Mr. Stephen Legomsky
Ms. Yvette Liebesman
Hon. Stephen N. Limbaugh, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Linnenbringer
Mr. Myles McCabe
Mr. & Mrs. Cary Mogerman
Mr. Frederic J. Mohr
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Niemeyer
Megan & Joel Ocampo
Mr. Mike Parisot
Mr. Robert H. Pedroli	
Mr. & Mrs. Omri E. Praiss
Dr. Gary Ratkin &  
    Ms. Marilyn Ratkin
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Redmond

Mr. Canice Timothy Rice, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Rosenthal
Ms. Mary Schlepp
Ms. Jennifer Schwendemann
Ms. Ericka Simpson Conner  
    & Mr. Chad Conner
Mr. Steven W. Skrainka
Ms. Dorothy Sneed
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen R. Snodgrass
Mr. Richard Stein
Mr. Christopher Stokes
Mr. Kenneth H. Suelthaus
Mr. & Mrs. Michael B. Sullivan
Rabbi Susan Talve
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey M. Tettlebaum
Ms. Pamela M. Triplett
Hon. Lisa Van Amburg
Ms. Amy Wachs &  
    Mr. Timothy Schedl
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Wasinger
Ms. Amy L. Ziegler

In 
     HONOR & MEMORY

In Honor Of

Susan Alverson
Mr. & Mrs. Eric E. Meyer
Scott Bernstein
Mr. Michael P. Downey
Marsha Bordeaux
Ms. Julia Goldblatt
Julie Devine
Ms. Karen Loiterstein
Joel Ferber
Mr. & Mrs. Eric E. Meyer
Richard Finneran’s Wedding
Ryan Rippel

Dan Glazier
Mr. Albert S. Rose
Ms. Jeane Vogel & 
    Mr. Steve Sorkin
Jim Guest
John Guest & Julie Taylor
David & Carol Lander’s 60th 
wedding anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Vines
Hon. Stephen Limbaugh, Sr.
Ms. Paula Finlay
Legal Services Corporation 
Report Feedback
Upturn, Inc.

Lynn Mark
Parkway United Church of Christ
Neighborhood Advocacy
Mr. Benjamin West
Robert Schneider
Mr. Michael Leard
Hon. Sherri Sullivan on her 
birthday
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Plunkett
Colleen Vetter
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Welford

Henry Cummings
Ms. Nancy Cummings
Hon. John. R. Essner
Mr. Ralph Levy
Professor Richard B. Kuhns
Mrs. Mary H. Quigley
F. Wm. McCalpin
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Staley

In Memory Of

James E. McDaniel
Mr. & Mrs. Walter W. Timm
Arnett McGill
Jeanne Philips Roth &  
    Edward Roth
John C. O’Brien
Prospera Financial Services
Maury Poscover
Mr. David R. Bohm

Daniel Glazier & Nancy Snow
Ms. April Silverman
Jill Silverstein
Mr. Jerome J. Dobson
Ivan Shenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Nachtweih
Hon. Richard B. Teitelman
Mr. Ralph Levy



17
  •

  2
0

2
5 

A
n

n
u

al
 R

e
p

o
rt

FINANCIALS 
Making Every Dollar Count

REVENUE

2025 2024
Government Grants $7,729,055 $7,750,997
Other $7,090,121 $4,137,341
Contributions $1,599,173 $1,426,629
Foundation Grants $1,660,702 $1,649,695
Donated Services $942,247 $932,095
Special Events $82,750 $116,810
TOTAL $19,104,048 $16,013,567

  Government  40% Grants

37% Other

8% Contributions

9% Foundation Grants

5% Donated Services
1% Special Events

EXPENSES

2025 2024
Program Expenses $14,001,775 $13,753,462
Administration $2,110,500 $2,037,798
Fundraising $710,257 $644,095
TOTAL $16,822,532 $16,435,355

83% �Program  
Expenses

13% Administration

4% Fundraising

4.5% Growth
TOTAL NET ASSETS as per year end

2025 
$53,050,566

2024 
$50,769,050

Legal Services of Eastern Missouri is a grantee of the federal Legal Services Corporation (LSC) and complies with all LSC conditions and prohibitions in 
acceptance of funds. Legal Services’ 2025 independent auditors report is available at: www.lsem/org/about/financial-and-tax-info/
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Stay 
CONNECTED 

Become a Volunteer
The Volunteer Lawyers Program provides free 
civil legal services for those who cannot afford an 
attorney. Our impact on the community is only 
made possible by our volunteer support.

Support with a Donation
With your help, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri 
can continue providing quality civil legal services 
to low-income families in eastern Missouri – free 
of charge. We are grateful for your support.

Leave a Legacy
We invite you to stand with us in advancing equal 
access to justice – through legacy intentions that 
help secure our long-term impact and through 
monthly support that ensures dependable resources 
for the families and communities we serve.

Prom
oting  

Fairness

Restoring 
Confidence

Stability

Providing  
Courage

Protecting

M
ak

in
g 

a 
W

ayC
ham

pioning

Defending

Follow us on social media 
to stay up-to-date on news, 
events and programs from 
Legal Services.

“MaryAnne’s dedication 
and assistance in helping 
us access essential 
healthcare service 
have made a significant 
difference in our lives, 
and we are incredibly 
thankful for her guidance 
and commitment.”
~ �Client of Advocates for  

Family Health Program



Our 
SERVICE AREA 

Main Office 
701 Market Street, Suite 1100 
St. Louis, MO 63101

Neighborhood Advocacy 
2700 N. 14th Street 
St. Louis, MO 63106

Safe Families, Strong Futures 
105 S. Central Ave., Suite 237S 
Clayton, MO 63105

Hannibal Office 
801 Broadway 
PO Box 1276 
Hannibal, MO 63401

Union Office 
20 S. Church Street, Suite C 
Union, MO 63084

www.lsem.org
314.534.4200   |   1.800.444.0514

A
ction

. Justice. H
op

e. 
W

e act for others. W
e are a voice for justice. O

ur actions provide hope to those w
e serve.

St. Louis 
Offices

Union 
Office

Hannibal 
Office
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